MEXICAN CONSULAR RELATIONS

A. Background

DFPS has agreements with the Mexican Consular Offices to help carry out DFPS’ obligations under
the Consular Convention between the United States of American and the United Mexican States
signed at Mexico City on August 12, 1942, and the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, signed
in Vienna on April 24, 1963.

There are 11 Consular Offices throughout the state. A directory of offices and contacts is listed below.
The directory is also available online here, and a map of Consular Offices jurisdictions is available

here.

Consulates of Mexico in Texas Protection Departments’ Contact Information

Consulate of Address Contact Telephone / E-Mail
Mexico Cell (24/7)
Austin 5202 E. Ben White Blvd. | Félix Herrera T. (512) 382 2810 fherrera@sre.gob.mx;
Suite 150 Herrera C. (512) 922 7906 proteccionatn01@sre.gob.mx
Austin, TX 78741
Dallas 1210 River Bend Dr Francisco Merino | T.(214)932 0635 protecciondallas@sre.gob.mx
Dallas, TX 75247 Cabrera C. (214)621 0198
Houston 4506 Caroline St Imanol de la Flor T. (713) 2716800, proteccidnhouston@sre.gob.mx;
Houston, TX 77004 Patifio ext. 1208 ydelaflor@sre.gob.mx
C. (713) 857 6504
Brownsville 301 Mexico Blvd. Vanessa Y. T. (956) 542 8073 conbrownsville@sre.gob.mx;
Suite F2 Ortega ext. 6614 vortega@sre.gob.mx
Brownsville, TX 78520 C. (956) 459 8467
Laredo 1612 Farragut St. Horacio Munguia T. (956) 723-0990 hmunguia@sre.gob.mx;
Laredo, TX 78040 Valencia ext. 218 notifylar@sre.gob.mx
C. (956) 251-9096
El Paso 910 E. San Antonio Ave. | Jaime Jiménez T. (915) 533-4082 jjimenezm@sre.gob.mx
El Paso, TX 79901 Moreno ext. 233
C. (915) 549-0003
McAllen 600 S. Broadway St. Manuel Escobar T. (956)6860243, ext. | mescobar@sre.gob.mx
McAllen, TX 78501 Quiroz 7120
C. (956) 821-6783
Eagle Pass 2252 E Garrison St Ernesto Barajas C. (830)352-4145 ebarajasj@sre.gob.mx
Eagle Pass, TX 78852 Jiménez
Presidio 319 W 21 de Marzo St. Sergio Francisco T. (432) 229-2788 ssalinas@sre.gob.mx
Presidio, TX 79845 Salinas Meza C. (432) 238 7933
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http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/media/84123/attachment-3-directory-consulates-of-mexico-in-texas.pdf
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/media/84124/attachment-4-jurisdictions-map.pdf

Consulate of Address Contact Telephone / E-Mail

Mexico Cell (24/7)

San Antonio 127 Navarro St. Cecilia Garcia T. (210) 227 8458 cgarciap@sre.gob.mx
San Antonio, TX 78205 Pefa C. (210) 872 4386

Del Rio 2207 N Bedell Ave Agustin Alberdi C. (830) 734-9962 aangeles@sre.gob.mx;

Del Rio, TX 78840

Angeles Rivera

protecciondel@sre.gob.mx

B. Definitions

For the purposes of the agreements, the following definitions apply.

“‘Mexican Minor” means an unmarried individual, under the age of eighteen, who is a national of
Mexico or a national of Mexico and another country (or countries) as long as one of those countries
is not the United States of America.

“Mexican Family” means a family with at least one parent who was either born and/or currently
resides in Mexico, regardless of their immigration status in the United States of America.

“Custodian” means a person taking responsibility for a Mexican Minor’s care.

“‘DIF" means the Agency for Integral Family Development. This is the agency in Mexico
responsible for child protection.

C. Required Procedures

¢ Identifying Minors Born in Mexico

o DFPS will make best efforts to determine a child's country of birth as soon as possible after
a child comes into DFPS custody.

o If a child reported to be born in Mexico has no birth record, the DFPS caseworker will
request certified copies of the Mexican birth certificates. DFPS will seek assistance from
the Consulate in order to obtain certified copies of birth certificates, an alternate record of
birth, or a record of documentation that no birth record exists, from Mexico.

¢ Notification to the Consulate

o DFPS has the duty to notify the Consulate — and will endeavor to do so in writing — when

DFPS assumes custody of a Mexican Minor.

o DFPS will endeavor to provide in its notice to the Consulate the following information, when
available:

1.

2.

Name of the Mexican Minor;

Date of birth of the Mexican Minor;

Names of the parents or custodian; and

Name and phone number of the caseworker and supervisor responsible for the
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o

DFPS case.

Once DFPS assumes custody of a Mexican Minor, DFPS will endeavor to send notice
without delay, by facsimile, mail or email, to the Consulate with responsibility for the county
where the DFPS legal case is filed.

Consular Referrals

o

If DFPS takes custody of a child of a Mexican Family, the agency will make best efforts to
provide the child's parents or custodian with a referral to the Mexican Consulate,
regardless of the child’s citizenship status.

DFPS will also make best efforts to provide the child’s parents written information in
Spanish and English about the legal proceeding filed by DFPS.

Confidentiality and Additional Information

o

With respect to any notice, communications, records or other information shared pursuant
to these Procedures, the Consulate is subject to the confidentiality provisions established
in federal and state of Texas law; this includes the confidentiality provisions in the Texas
Family and Human Resources Codes.

Subject to these confidentiality provisions, the Consulate may contact DFPS to obtain
additional information regarding a child protection legal proceeding filed by DFPS involving
a Mexican Minor.

Interviews

o

A consular officer has the right to interview a Mexican Minor in DFPS legal custody. In
order to arrange for an interview, the Consulate must contact the DFPS caseworker or
supervisor assigned to the legal case.

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status

O

When a Mexican Minor in the custody of DFPS is eligible to obtain the Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status (SIJS), pursuant to 8 U.S.C. §1101 (a)(27)(J) or other immigration relief,
DFPS will seek assistance from the Consulate in order to obtain the necessary
documentation from Mexico, including a certified copy of the birth record, an alternate
record of birth or a record of documentation that no birth record exists.

Assistance Provided by DIF

o

DFPS will seek assistance from the Consulate in order to obtain from DIF the appropriate
socio-economic (home) studies of families in Mexico who may be eligible to obtain custody
of a child in the custody of DFPS. Upon receipt of the home studies, the Consulate will
immediately transmit the information to the DFPS caseworker responsible for the case.

DFPS will provide the Consulate all relevant information to assist DIF in locating a parent
or family member of a child in DFPS custody who resides in Mexico.

272

Texas Child Protection Law Bench Book



O

When a child in DFPS custody is placed in the custody of a person who lives in Mexico,
DFPS will request the Consulate to implement the necessary coordination measures with
DIF, in order to carry out the repatriation or placement of said child, procuring their welfare
and providing them with all the necessary services.

DFPS will request the Consulate to obtain assistance from DIF for the reunification of the
minor with the relative in Mexico that will assume custody and to take the necessary
measures to ensure the welfare of the minor.

Amendments of Birth Certificates

O

DFPS will work to obtain an amended birth certificate for a minor who will be placed in
Mexico with a parent(s) whose name does not appear on the birth certificate, in accordance
with the applicable law and any court order regarding parentage. DFPS may obtain
assistance from the Consulate for this purpose.

Locating Persons in Mexico

o

DFPS will seek assistance from the Consulate in order to locate parents residing in Mexico
to facilitate notice and service of process of a child protection proceeding brought by DFPS.
DFPS may also request assistance from the Consulate for locating extended family
members or other persons who may be able to provide a placement or otherwise support
a child's permanent plan.

Mutual Exchange of Contact Information

o

DFPS will exchange with the Consulate the names, titles, and contact information for
appropriate staff to contact for issues relating to these Procedures, and update that
information as necessary.

Review of Procedures

o

DFPS staff may ask the Consulate to review at minimum annually the issues arising from
the application of these Procedures. The Consul General and the Commissioner of DFPS,
or whoever they designate, may hold consultations as often as is necessary in order to
review issues in implementation of the Procedures and discussion of cases of particular
import.

Outreach and Training Activities

o

DFPS will participate in joint outreach activities focused on Mexican communities in Texas,
to promote healthy families, provide education about foster care and adoption
opportunities, permanency, child abuse prevention strategies and ongoing initiatives of
mutual interest. In addition, DFPS will collaborate with the Consulate to develop and
distribute training and information on best practices regarding Mexican Minors in Texas.

Contact by Consulate
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o Notwithstanding these Procedures, the Consulate may contact, at any time as appropriate,
the DFPS Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner, DFPS Office of General Counsel, the
Court Appointed Special Advocate and/or Office of Attorney General of the State of Texas.

e Terms of Procedures

o These Procedures will be in force from the date of issuance unless modified in writing by
the DFPS Commissioner or the Commissioner’s designee.
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